KO inls890 Greenberg

INLS 890-092 Seminar in Knowledge Organization

Course Description

Fundamental questions: What is knowledge? Why and how do we develop knowledge organization
systems? What are the implications of knowledge organization systems and approaches?

This class explores theoretical foundations, historical approaches, and current practices for organizing
knowledge. The class will encompass a wide-range knowledge organization systems, from general
terminological and classificatory schemes to domain specific semantic systems, including thesauri,
taxonomies, and ontologies. An emphasis will be on research advancing our philosophical
understanding of knowledge organization and theoretical and practical implications for this topic in the
digital world.

Several selected topics covered include Aristotle--reality and knowledge; Baconian classification;
Linnaean taxonomy; Dewey--whole world approach for KO; Ranganathan--analytico-synthetic
classification and facet analysis; the Semantic Web; and metadata.

Syllabus is being modified.
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